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Between CO,OCO and 70,000 Alaska seal skins will be t?ken on the Pribilof 
Islends this s~mmcr, Secretzy o- f the Interior I&es announced to&z?. Last year 
the record number of 117,OGG &ics were taken to make up for the 19k2 season 
when no &ins here obta,ined because of military operations in the nei&borhood 
of the islands. 

The Tish and Wildlife Scrvi c?, which m~nsses th?c ~2-1 hxd, 3y far the larg- 
est in t?:q world, reported th8t stocks; of Skiri~. no’fi’ on :b?ns, plus thox to be 
taken this summer would create an inventory of wttisfectoq size. 

The processing 0” f seal &ins, a carefully ;guqr;?ed commercial secret, is both 
long ,anld complicated. Months are required to Prir?.~ a skin from the raw state to 
its final silken Luster, The work reauirea consi?&able &ill, al:d lack of ma& 
power has now restricted the output of finished skins to about J-r5,OOG a year. 

The present population of fur seals on the I)ribilofs is estimated at about 
2,750,OOO. Vhen the Vnited States first bought the i&n% along with Alaska in 
1%7 xore than k,OOO,OOO animls were in the herd but ruthless killing by COD- 
mzcia3. lessees of the rights, plus pelagic sealing by nationals of other countries 
resulted in a decline in the population to only 120,GOG by 1910. As 8 conserv* 
t,lcn measure the government took direct control of the operations in the follow- 
i::g year. Not only has the size of the herk 4 tremendously increased since that 
time but some $10 ,COO, OCO have poured into the &deral treasury as profits from 
the operations. 

The Pribilof fslands, which are in the Yering Sea, constitute the only land 
that members of the herd ever visit, Here every summer, after a kinter spent 
swimming in t&z Pacific, come the seals to breed, Yormally each adult female 
gives birth to a 1;2-pomd pup within a few hours or days after reaching the ie- 
lands. The females are kept in harems by the much lar,gcr bulls an? are not al- 
lowed to leave 13nd uritil after bein,? bred again. The 3ulls themsalves, being 
busy in seeing that their wives do not stray, do not eat for ifreeks &ring the 
breeding season. 

Young males, not yet large enough to take part in the annual fight for 
females, ore crowded to one side in so-called bachelor quarters. It is from 
these mal::s, the three-year-olds, thz3.t skins are taken, The sealing season 
reaches its heights in the first week of July. 
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